MINISTRY NEWS

Having been part of a church plant in White River this year and in the process reading the book ‘A PURPOSE DRIVEN CHURCH’ by Rick Warren we have had to ask ourselves some searching questions about Africa Outreach.
Do we have a purpose? 
What is that purpose ?

Are we driven by it? 
To answer these questions we need to go back a few years so go grab some coffee and read on!  

After graduating in 2000 and working alongside some local black churches in neighbouring communities, we felt the Lord impressing on us the need in many of these churches. He showed us that people are coming into the church to find light and freedom but are often not finding it and as a result are remaining in darkness and blindness. The reasons are numerous but mostly due to ill equipped and untrained leaders, syncretism (a mixing of tribal and Christian beliefs) misinterpretations of Scripture and legalism (bound by the law) abound in most churches in Africa
Africa Outreach was “birthed,” you could say, out of this painful revelation of God.
Does Africa Outreach have a purpose then and what is it?  Yes! The purpose is to bring light into darkness. We have used the Chronological Teaching Method of Understanding the Bible as One Story, in many churches in Africa. We have witnessed how through this understanding, maturity, health and spontaneous growth have resulted in many churches and individuals.
Does our purpose drive us?  Yes! In 2002 we simplified the chronological material and have to date translated it into 9 African languages with 3 in progress. We have visited churches in 10 countries in Africa and printed and distributed about 5000 books into these churches. Orders for more continue to come in. 

God continues to stretch us as we pray for more doors to open. OMS International has requested training for their leadership who will in turn reach many churches in West and Central Africa.  The work in Mozambique continues to expand as more churches are reached. The church in Mozambique will be reaching into Malawi in 2007. Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mozambique will be doing their own training in 2007
An invitation has come from Ethiopia for 2007, which will be very strategic in reaching the Sudan. We trust God for provision to make this trip possible in March next year (R15000.00.) Angola also beckons . By His grace we will also visit there in 2007
So as we reflect on the path of Africa Outreach over the years we can only be humbled by what God has done. God loves His church, He died for her so that she might become His perfect bride.
We want to thank you for your faithful support of the work that God has called us at Africa Outreach to do in helping to prepare the bride. 

We really appreciate all the prayers and financial help that you give so generously to Africa Outreach and to our family. Our needs have always been met and we humbly thank each and every one of you for the part that you play. May God richly bless you and provide all your needs according to His riches in glory. 

FAMILY NEWS
Jamie has completed her first year of an interior design  diploma at Inscape Design College in Pretoria. She has coped very well in the big city and has mastered the art of driving in traffic with no mishaps so far! She loves people, fun and life in general and we are very proud of our “little” girl! 

Christian has just written his grade 11 exams and has hopefully done well. He has his eyes set on Stellenbosch in 2008 to perhaps study surgery. He loves drama and has a very unusual outlook on everything. We look forward to see what he does with life! 
Megan is sport crazy and is in first team everything. She has just recently broken two records for athletics at Penryn College and is in training for the Midmar mile. She is growing up to be a confident, strong willed young lady.   Pray for us!  
We are very proud of our beautiful children and thank God for all the love and support they receive from their family and friends. Thank you for supporting them financially so that they can continue to grow in the manner they are.         

We are spending Christmas in Mpumalanga for a change and some family will be joining us to experience life in the bushveld. 
Our next trip to KZN will be in August 2007, coinciding with a training seminar in Stanger. 

We hope you will have a very blessed Christmas and try hard to find some rest amidst the madness! 

Yours in His service 
Franz, Brenda, Jamie, Christian, and Megan. 

Ps. We have a web page: www.africaoutreach.co.za, please visit and comment

